Percutaneous coronary angioscopy Current status and future directions.
Major advances in catheter technology and miniaturization of fiberoptics have allowed clinical percutaneous coronary angioscopy to become a reality. Percutaneous angioscopy yields highly detailed images of intracoronary morphology and pathology. Ongoing clinical trials are investigating the feasibility, safety, and clinical utility of coronary angioscopy, particularly in relation to interventional techniques such as percutaneous coronary angioplasty and the identification of intracoronary thrombi.